
Appendix 3 - Ecological Research Consultations

The following organisations were researched in preparation of the ecological content of this
VDS and the supporting Ecological Survey.

 Bat Conservation Trust
 Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT)
 Birds of Conservation Concern 4 (BoCC4)
 Bumblebee Conservation Trust
 Campaign to Protect Rural England
 Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
 GOV.UK
 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
 Joint Nature Conservation Committee – UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species
 Natural England
 Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 – Aug. 2010
 Robert Alexander Courts MP
 Thames Valley Police
 The British Trust for Ornithology
 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017
 European Protected Species in England (All bats protected.)
 The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
 The Wildlife Trusts
 UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework
 West Oxfordshire District Council

The pages of the Ecological Survey show many recent sources of information which have been
obtained on-line. However, direct contact with some of these organisations proved to be vital.

The following brief records demonstrate the care taken in establishing direct contacts, thereby
gaining new information and genuine support.

Bat Conservation Trust - Our discussion related to low scoring for bats in a survey in
Curbridge. Ecologists for the developer chose to under score, or even omit, the rarest bat
(Barbastella barbastellus) despite having gained records from automatic static detectors. The
BCT confirmed that the highest scoring bat must be included and that, overall, the group of bats
represented “County level” importance.

GOV.UK - Issuers of licenses for bat surveys listened carefully to a case of false interpretation
of the scoring system. They took details and informed me that they would not issue a further
license to the surveyors on this potential development site.



Thames Valley Police - Their Biodiversity Police Officer was keen to protect bats and their
roosts. However, there was little he could do about false information in bat surveys. He will
support us if any wilful damage ever occurs in the fields. Historically, this has occurred.

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust - I talked to BBOWT concerning
their management of Chimney Meadows which is just 8 miles directly South of Curbridge. They
share a number of birds which are present in our village. Elm Bank Ditch helps to flood their
water meadows in autumn and winter.

Birds of Conservation Concern 4 (BoCC4) - This is a report that involves the support of
Statutory Nature Conservation bodies, RSPB,BTO,WWT,GWCT and several others. They are
responsible for a traffic light system that identifies levels of risk for each of the UK’s 244 bird
species. I use their data and enquired about the various descriptions applied to “signals”.

Campaign to Protect Rural England - I contacted them and explained the nature of the
potential development in Curbridge. Independently, they made several observations about the
instability of the land.

Bumblebee Conservation Trust - Roselle Chapman invited me to attend the Wild Oxfordshire
Pollinators Conference. National experts examined my bee photographs and identified 28
named species. I purchased a field guide for further identifications. A WODC councillor, Andrew
Coles was present and we discussed the ecology of Curbridge.

Robert Alexander Courts MP -We met in the Lord Kitchener and discussed birds. He
examined our portfolio of bird studies and was able to identify all the species. He has imparted
his impression of our efforts to members of WODC.

West Oxfordshire County Council - Phil Shaw kindly agreed to meet me to view pictures of
protected species that require careful management in the event of any development.

The British Trust for Ornithology - After our first discussion, I prepared a detailed brief that
expressed our need to develop an accurate record together with data from their vast store of
sightings from BTO members. We received a map showing Curbridge in a 2km square together
with all sightings in that view of Curbridge. Thankfully, we are reaching a point where we have
pictured many of the BTO’s 63 identified species.

Wild Oxfordshire - Roselle Chapman, Community Ecologist for Wild Oxfordshire, agreed to
meet us in Curbridge. She walked all roads, footpaths and fields and shared our enthusiasm.
Roselle viewed all our wildlife images. We then followed Elm Bank Ditch down to Chimney and
the Thames.
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